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400 pages
Review
'the man had style and wit and was a great influence on the theatre of his time'Hamish Coghill, Evening
News From the Inside Flap
The four great comedies of Oscar Wilde, Lady Windermere's Fan, A Woman of No Importance, An Ideal
Husband and The Importance of Being Earnest, were all written at the height of the controversial Irish
author's powers in his last, doomed decade, the 1890s. They remain among the most-loved, and most-quoted,
of all drama in the English language. Along with Salome, his darkly decadent dramatization of the Bible
story, these immortal plays continue to pack theatres, and have been adapted for every kind of media. This
Macmillan Collector's Library edition echoes the book form in which Wilde originally insisted his plays
were published, and includes illustrations by Aubrey Beardsley and an afterword by Ned Halley.From the
Back Cover
‘[Earnest] remains a thing of inimitable brains and beauty; the sharpest of social satires, wrapped in the most
perfect of gossamer-light romantic comedies’ Scotsman

Who would have thought a comedy of manners written more than a hundred years ago would still be so apt
and so funny? Oscar Wilde was a genius of play-writing, and his deftness, wit and sharp eye for social satire
keep audiences in thrall to this day. Alongside Earnest, discover a biblical tragedy retold, Lady Windemere
and her infamous fan and Wilde's take on an ideal husband, in this selection of Wilde's most important plays.
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