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At the age of ten, Fanny Price leaves the poverty of her Portsmouth home to be brought up among the....
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480 pages
Amazon Review
The Mansfield Park of the title, a magnificent, idyllic estate which is home to the wealthy Bertram family,
stands as a bastion of English tradition and stability. The novel's heroine, Fanny Price, is a "poor relation"
living with the Bertrams, acutely conscious of her inferior status and yet daring to love their son Edmund--
but from afar. However, with five marriageable young people on the premises, the peace at Mansfield cannot
last. Courtships, entertainments and intrigues throw the place into turmoil, and Fanny finds herself
unwillingly competing with a dazzlingly witty and lovely rival. As critic Margaret Drabble has pointed out,
the house becomes "full of the energies of discord--sibling rivalry, greed, ambition, illicit sexual passion, and
vanity," and the novel becomes ever more engrossing as it builds to Mansfield's final scandal and, finally, a
satisfying conclusion. Unique in its moral design and brilliant interplay of the forces of tradition and change,
Mansfield Park was the first novel of Jane Austen's maturity, and the first in which the author turned her
unerring eye on the concerns of English society at a time of great upheaval. Review
" Never did any novelist make more use of an impeccable sense of human values."
--Virginia Woolf

"Never did any novelist make more use of an impeccable sense of human values."
--Virginia Woolf From the Inside Flap
'We have all been more or less to blame ... every one of us, excepting Fanny'

Taken from the poverty of her parents' home in Portsmouth, Fanny Price is brought up with her rich cousins
at Mansfield Park, acutely aware of her humble rank and with her cousin Edmund as her sole ally. During
her uncle's absence in Antigua, the Crawford's arrive in the neighbourhood bringing with them the glamour
of London life and a reckless taste for flirtation. Mansfield Park is considered Jane Austen's first mature
work and, with its quiet heroine and subtle examination of social position and moral integrity, one of her
most profound.
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